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3 REAS ON S humbly offered tothe Confideration of the High Court of Parliamen Ms. 
| for theirnor laying any further Impofition upon COAES ' imported to London © 
from Newcaſtle and other Parts of England. ooo A EE.” 


= 
. 
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Fter the great and terrible Fire, Anno Dom. 1666, had conſumed the greateſt part of the City of London ; the Lam ta _ 
then Parliament thought fit to grant unto the Citizens of London, in tender Conſideration of their then ſad brat was the. 
and deplorable State and Condition, Firſt a Tax of one Shilling, and afterwards of two Shillings more, in Tiz wat * 


ES 


all three Shillings, on every Chaldron of Coals brought into the Port of London, for the Building of the laid on Coals, -_ 


bs Churches, Gates, &c. of the ſaid City : Part of which three Shillings was appropriated to the Building | 

:-of S. Paul's: But not being ſuſficient during the continuance of thoſe Grants, to finiſh that Structure, and all the _*.. 
© On ee hurt coven.; 6. | BT” 
| Inthe'firſt Year of thelate King 7ames, another AQ paſſed for laying eighteen Pence per Chaldron on Coals imported , Ct ot berael 
| - as aforeſaid, for thirteen Years, to finiſh the ſaid Church of S. Pays, and the Reſidue of the Churches, not then built by finiſhed,z Gant 
-- theaforeſaid-Tax of three Shillings per Chaldron : Which was not oppoſed by ſuch, on whom the Burthen chiefly lies, Ive wat 9% 
: - becauſe it was only to finiſh what the former Ads intended. - 0. Re" 
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gjeſty has been moſt graciouſly pleaſed to recommend to the Parliament, the taking away: of Tax on Cate © 

-Mony, .becgule it Jy Its oped, The Parliament will not lay a, aburthenfomes-? 

Fthey muſt have Coals,. e on NAY 
* Next as to the Importers of Coals,or the Owners of Shipingin the Coal- Trade,a Tax on Coals lies very heavy on them; | 


pe” 


becauſe, Firſt, _They are conſtrained to raiſe a greater Stock than otherwiſe they need todo, to carry on their Trade ; a 
for the Tax is firſt by the Importer paid into the Cuſtom-Houſe or Chamber of London, not only for the Coals they eden ap "— # 
fell, but for ſuch as by Cuſtom they give away, 9z.. one Chaldron in every twenty Chaldron ; twenty one Chal- 2 
--dron being but twenty to the Coal-Owners, no more than in many Commodities'one hundred and twelve Pounds is EY 
- but one Hundred to the Merchants, v&c, And itis humbly ſuppoſed, it will upon Computation appear, That by Rea- 

- ſon of ſuch one Chaldron in every twenty, the Coal-Owners have paid to the City, during the time of the Tax of three- 

-*Shillings, more Money thanall the Owners of Shiping, uſing the Coal-Trade, have gained by the-Hazard and Adven- 

- ture of their Shiping in fifteen Years paſt. * | 

- And as thepreſent Tax is, it amounts to about fifteen hundred Pound per Annum; a Sum of Mony that would make 

z-the Hearts of many Poor Widows and Fatherleſs Children rejoyce, who have their Al! in the Coal-Trade, and who 

(by Reaſon of the many Taxes that have been, and ſtill are, upon Coals) are reduced to greater Streights for a Live- 

| thood than the Widows and Orphans of London : And have not ſuch Friends and Relations to help them, as the 

Orphans of London generally have: And the Owners or Maſters of Ships, whether they can ſell their Coals or not, 

muſt pay ſo much ready Mony down, as the Tax comes to, before their Veſſels can be cleared to make another 

— Voyage. | | | 

pO. he there are already ſeveral great Charges and Taxes on Coals, amounting to a fourth part of what Coals have 


- yielded in the River Thames, for many Years laſt paſt ; beſides the firſt Coſt of Coals at Newcaſtle, which is now more 
--than formerly, and they will bein probability dearer yet, for that the Coal-Pits neareſt the Water, are almoſt quite 
- exhauſted and decayed, and therefore the Charge of bringing them to the Ships will be yet greater. 3 
" _ Andit is humbly hoped, The Parliament will think jt worth their ſerious Conſideration, How great a Diſcourage- ,..___ ... * 
 ament and Detriment a further Tax on Coals will be to Seamen and Shiping ; the Newcaſtle Trade, if incouraged, being will greatly dif- - * 
- the beſt and greateſt Nurſery for Seamen, from whence the Navy Royal may on all Occaſions be ſupplyed. But by courage Navigae | 
Reaſon of the Taxes already laid on Coals, the Owners of Ships have not been able to give ſo good Wages as formerly © 

' they did, whereupon the beſt and ableſt Seamen have left this Trade and gone into Foreign Service ; and the building of 

= Ships has been much diſcouraged ; all which Evils will be greatly increaſed by any further Continuance of, or Addition 

| to the Coal-Iax. 

Andit is inall Humility propoſed to the Conſideration of the Parliament, Whether they will not judge it more for the 

- publick Good to lay a Tax on Foreign Commodities than on thoſe ſo neceſſary, and of our own Country ; and which 


/, may more probably fall on the Rich than on the Poor. 7 
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